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Reports of mosaic and bilateral gynandromorphs in the

Order Lepidoptera are relatively uncommon. Among the Macro-
heterocera, recent records are available only for the families

Saturniidae (Hessel, 1964; Muller, 1966; and Manley, 1971) and
Geometridae (Blanchard, 1969). In the Rhopalocera, examples

have been cited in four genera: Speyeria (Grey, 1959), Colios

(Emmel, 1964; Hovanitz, 1965), Lycaena (Opler, 1966) and
Pieris (Shapiro, 1970). It is the intent of this article to cite the

discovery of a bilateral gynandromorph of Limenitis, thus add-

ing one more genus to the list of butterfly genera in which this

unusual phenomenon is known to occur.

Captured by the junior author at Coal Creek Campground,
2.7 mi. W. of Teton Pass, Teton County, Wyoming, 7100' el.,

on 9 August 1972, the specimen ( Fig. 1 )
was netted as it glided

slowly along a willow-bordered creek that traverses one of the

many wet meadows to be found in this mountainous setting of

aspen and conifer. Upon inspection, it was determined tO' be a

freshly-emerged example of Limenitis weidemeyerii latifascia

(Perkins & Perkins, 1967).

Female in appearance on its right side and male-appearing

on the left, the specimen's bilateral asymmetry, including its

antennal length, is obvious. The radius of the right forewing

is 45 mm., whereas that of the left is only 40 mm. Genitalia are

predominantly female.
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Fig. 1. —Bilateral gynandromorph of Limenitis weidemeyerii latifascia

Perkins & Perkins, 2.7 mi. W. Teton Pass, Teton Co., Wyoming, 7100' el.,

9-VIII-72, leg. T. F. Perkins.

As discussed by DeWilde (1964), the bilateral gynandro-

morphism of this specimen might be explained either by the loss

of x-chromatin during the zygote’s first ceU division or by the

occurrence of a binucleate ovum of which only one nucleus was
fertilized. In either event, the resultant gynandromorph’s de-

velopmental size is disproportional because the female cells are

known to be larger.

The specimen has been retained in the authors’ collection.
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